CHAS. II.

HENEY DEPOSED.

self forfeit all the honour which he seems to have; and
because he has scorned the obedience of a Christian,
nor returned to the Lord, from whom he had revolted
by holding communion with the excommunicate, by
committing many iniquities, and despising the admo-
nitions which, as thou knowest, I have given him for
his salvation, and has separated himself from the Church
by creating schism: I bind him, therefore, in thy name,
in the bonds of thy anathema ; that all the nations may
know and may acknowledge that thou art Peter, that
upon thy rock the Son of the living God has built his
Church, and that the gates of hell shall not preyail
against it."d

When the Senate or the Emperors of Eome issued
their mandates to the extremity of the world, they were
known to be supported by vast and irresistible armies.
The mandates of Hildebrand were to promulgate, to
execute themselves. He was master indeed in Eome ;
he might depend, perhaps^ on the support of his ally.

d For the modern views on the
subject of deposing kings, see perhaps
the ablest work, Gosselin, Pouvoir du
Pape au Moyen Age. The foundation
of Fenelon's theory, embraced partially
by M. De Maistre, fully by M. Gos-
selin, is that the Pope's power of de-
throning sovereigns rested on a " droit
public," acknowledged throughout Eu-
rope. But whence this droit public,
but from the exaggerated claims of
the Pope and the clergy, beaten by
superstitious terrors into the minds
cf men? The whole argument of
Gosselin's book is, that the power
existed and was acknowledged, there-
fore it was absolute law. De Maistre
has saii that possession on one band,

consent (assentiment) on the other, is
the foundation of all power; but what
tyranny does not this justify and eter-
nise ? The first premise nobody will
deny in one sense; and we even may
admit the conclusion, so far as it may
mitigate the attributing the growth
of such principles to deliberate, far-
seeing, conscious ambition on the part
of the clergy and the Pope; but it
will not absolve them from having
been unconsciously influenced by the
desire of corporate or personal ag-
grandisement, or from their abuse of
those principles, when admitted, by
making them subservient to their own
passions and to their own temporal